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new dams and powerhouses were con-
structed. Since then, TID has been able to 
provide safe, affordable and reliable electricity 
to a growing retail customer base, which has 
expanded to include over 98,000 residential, 
farm, business, industrial and municipal ac-
counts in portions of Stanislaus, Merced, 
Tuolumne and Mariposa counties. 2003 was a 
monumental year for TID, when they pur-
chased a 225-square-mile electric service ter-
ritory from PG&E and designated it the 
Westside Service Area. In 2005, the Turlock 
Irrigation District became certified as an inde-
pendent control area and opened the Walnut 
Energy Center, a natural gas-fired plant, in 
2006. The most recent development occurred 
in 2009, when TID purchased the Tuolumne 
Wind Project, a wind generation facility capa-
ble of producing 136.6 megawatts, and began 
installing SMART Meters in its service area. 

Currently, TID provides irrigation water to 
more than 5,800 growers in a 307-square-mile 
service area that incorporates 149,500 acres 
of Central Valley farmland. The Tuolumne 
River is the District’s primary source of water, 
originating at Mt. Lyell in Yosemite National 
Park. Water for irrigation and hydroelectric 
power production is kept at Don Pedro Res-
ervoir—about 50 miles east of Turlock in the 
Sierra Nevada foothills, near the historic gold 
rush era town of La Grange. 

On February 24, 2012, the Turlock Irrigation 
District will be hosting a VIP showing of the 
documentary film they helped to produced en-
titled, The Irrigationist: The Story of the 
Turlock Irrigation District. The documentary 
will serve as an educational tool to inform peo-
ple of all ages about the District’s rich history 
and is a wonderful way to involve TID cus-
tomers in celebration of the District’s 125th an-
niversary, which occurs on June 6, 2012. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
Turlock Irrigation District on the release of the 
new documentary film and the upcoming 
125th anniversary of aathis pioneering institu-
tion. 
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Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to applaud 
the swearing in of my hometown’s newest Los 
Angeles City Councilmember—Joe Buscaino. 

A native son of San Pedro and a first-gen-
eration Italian-American, Councilman Buscaino 
learned at an early age the importance of hard 
work, family, community and service. His dedi-
cation to these values led him to the Los An-
geles Police Department, where he protected 
and served the community he loves so well for 
almost 15 years. 

There he created the LAPD’s first Teen 
Community Police Advisory board, a program 
breaking down barriers between teens and the 
police by bringing youth’s perspectives on 
problem solving to the police department. The 
program has since been expanded to the 
whole city—and I am confident this will not be 
the last innovative initiative he has to share 
with the City of Angels. 

Now Councilman Buscaino’s commitment to 
public service has led him to the chambers of 

the Los Angeles City Council, where I know 
he will serve the people of my home Council 
District 15 and the city of Los Angeles with 
honor and distinction. We are fortunate to 
have such an advocate. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM H. ‘‘BILL’’ 
GRAY, III FOR HIS COUNTLESS 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION 
AND THE BLACK AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 16, 2012 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of a true public servant, 
educator, community activist, spiritual leader, 
and my dear friend, William H. ‘‘Bill’’ Gray, III. 
For nearly five decades, Bill has served the 
Philadelphia community, African American 
community, and the American people as a 
whole in numerous capacities. From education 
and the ministry to government and the busi-
ness world, his influential leadership continues 
to this day. 

Bill was born on August 20, 1941 in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. He is the second child of 
the late Dr. William H. Gray, Jr. and Hazel 
Yates Gray, and has an older sister, Marion. 
Bill attended Franklin and Marshall College, 
where he earned a B.A. in 1963, and received 
a master’s degree in divinity from Drew Theo-
logical Seminary in 1966 and a master’s de-
gree in theology from Princeton Theological 
Seminary in 1970. He has served as a faculty 
member and professor of history and religion 
at St. Peter’s College, Jersey City State Col-
lege, Montclair State College, Eastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, and Temple University. 
The heir to a legacy of education leaders, his 
father served as the president of two Black 
colleges, Florida A&M University and Florida 
Memorial College. Furthermore, Bill’s mother 
was a dean of Southern University and his 
grandfather a professor at another historically 
Black college. 

Hailing from a family of ministers as well as 
educators, Bill began his service in the min-
istry in 1964, when he pastored his first 
church, the Union Baptist Church of Montclair, 
New Jersey. For 35 years, he was pastor of 
the 5,000-member Bright Hope Baptist Church 
in Philadelphia, as were his father and grand-
father before him since 1925. In 1970, Bill be-
came a community activist while living in 
Montclair, after winning a housing discrimina-
tion suit against a landlord who denied him an 
apartment because of his race. He founded 
the non-profit Union Housing Corporation in 
Montclair to build affordable homes for low- 
and moderate-income tenants and co-founded 
the Philadelphia Mortgage Plan, an organiza-
tion that helped people in low-income commu-
nities obtain mortgages. In 1971, he married 
Andrea Dash, a marketing consultant. They 
raised three sons: William IV, Justin, and An-
drew. 

From 1979 to 1991, Bill served in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. During his 12 years 
in Congress, he remained a staunch supporter 
of education. As the first African American to 
chair the House Budget Committee in 1985, 
Bill was a leading advocate for strengthening 
America’s education system. He went on to 

break further barriers as Chairman of the 
Democratic Caucus in 1988 and as Majority 
Whip later that year, becoming the highest- 
ranking African American ever to serve in 
Congress. In May 1994, Bill served as the 
Special Advisor to the President on Haiti. In 
that role, he assisted the President in devel-
oping and carrying out policy to restore de-
mocracy to Haiti, and received the Medal of 
Honor from Haitian President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide in 1995. 

In 1991, Bill became the president and chief 
executive officer of the United Negro College 
Fund (UNCF), America’s oldest and most suc-
cessful Black higher education assistance or-
ganization. During his tenure, he led the 
UNCF to new fund-raising heights while in-
creasing educational assistance to minority 
students and support of historically Black col-
leges and universities. In particular, Bill spear-
headed a number of bold initiatives to relocate 
UNCF’s headquarters to the Northern Virginia 
area; develop a new technology center to link 
UNCF offices and member colleges electroni-
cally and thereby facilitate the sharing of 
scholarship and donor information; and de-
velop the Frederick D. Patterson Research In-
stitute to compile and analyze data on a host 
of issues affecting African American students 
from kindergarten through graduate school. 

After retiring in 2004, Bill’s contributions to 
public policy were far from over. He went on 
to serve as Chairman of the Amani Group 
and, beginning in 2009, Co-Chairman of the 
consulting and advisory firm GrayLoeffler, 
LLC. Today, Bill chairs Gray Global Strategies, 
Inc., a global business consulting and govern-
ment affairs strategies firm. He also sits on the 
board of directors for several companies, in-
cluding Dell, Inc., JPMorgan Chase, Pfizer, 
and Prudential Financial. Bill’s many years of 
public and community service have earned 
him numerous awards and distinctions, such 
as the prestigious Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Freedom of Worship Medal. In December 
2009, he was listed in Ebony magazine as 
one of the 100 ‘‘Most Important Blacks in the 
World in the 20th Century.’’ Additionally, Bill 
has also been awarded more than 65 hon-
orary degrees from America’s leading colleges 
and universities. 

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Black History 
Month, it is my distinct honor and privilege to 
recognize one of our own, former Congress-
man Bill Gray, for his tireless dedication to ad-
vancing education and opportunity in this 
country. His pioneering efforts have paved the 
way for future generations of American gov-
ernment, business, and community leaders. 
Bill’s leadership and strength of character are 
a true inspiration to us all. I am so pleased to 
pay tribute to my dear friend, and wish him 
great success for many years to come. 
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Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the accomplishments of 
the National Academy of Inventors, NAI. The 
NAI was founded at the University of South 
Florida, USF, in 2010, and has since become 
an institution that recognizes researchers who 
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